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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

NATIV E VILLAGE OF NAPALM! TE 
PREAMBLE 


Wc, a group of Alaska Natives, residents of the Slate of Alaska, and citizens of the 
United Stales, constitute the Native Village of Napaimulc and by this declaration wc 
assert our freedom as a sovereign people in a dependent association with the United 
Stales of America, As such, we hereby ordain and institute this Constitution to promole 
our social, cultural, economic and political progress as Native people of Alaska. 


ARTICLE I - NAME 


This is the Constitution of the people and government of the Native Village of 
Napnimute. 


ARTICLE II - TERRITORY AM) JURISDICTION 

The territory and jurisdiction of the Native Village of Napaimulc shall extend to alt 
traditional boundaries, including all lands selected by or for the original village 
corporation, Napaimulc Limited, established under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of 1971. 

The jurisdiction of the village shall include authority over members and their property 
and those eligible for membership outside the tribe's territory, unless prohibited by 
Federal Law, 


ARTICLE 111 - MEMBERSHIP 


Membership of the Native village of Napaimulc shall consist of Alaska Natives whose 
names appear on the roll ofNapaimuie Limited, established under the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act of 1971. 

flic direct descents of such members arc also eligible for membership. Enrollment 
may . shall be established by ordinance. 

ARTICLE IV - RICTUS OF MEMBERS 

All members of the village shall enjoy equal rights ofiife, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, consistent with the values, customs, traditions, and laws of the village. The 
tribe shall provide all people in its jurisdiction the rights required by the Indian Civil 
Rights Act. 
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Constitution of the Native Village of Napaimutc (Continued) 
ARTICLE V - GOVERNING BODY 


Seiiinn t. Nome: 


Hie governing body of ihe Native Village of Napaimutc shall be the Napaimutc Tradition 
Council, hereinafter referred to as the Council 

Section 2 . Number im Council: 

% 

lire Council shall consist of five (S i members who shall be elected by the majority vote 
of the qualified members of the village. 

Section Officers: 


The Council shall include a President, Vice-President, See re Lin /Treasurer, and two (2) 
members. 

Section 4. Unties of Officer*: 


a) President 

The President shall preside at all meetings and exercise general supervision over 
the affairs and activities of the Council. 

b) Vice-President 

The Vice-President shall, in the absence of the President, assume the duties and 
exercise the authority of the President's office. 

c) Secretan/Treasu rcr 

The Secretary-Treasure shall: 

1 ) In the absence of the President and the Vice-President, preside at all 
meetings: 

2) Attest all required documents passed by the Council; 

,'i He She shall record the minutes of the meetings and keep records of 
Resolutions. 

4) Insure the financial records and reports of the Council, 


Constitution of (lie Native Village ofSapaitmuc {Continued} 

ARTICLE VI - ELECTIONS 

a) Elected officials will be elected by a vote of all the qualified members of the 
Native Village of Napaimulc, eighteen (18) years of age or older and meet the 
membership requirements in Article 111. 

b) Ajw duly enrolled member of the Napairoute Tribe, who is at least eighteen ( 18) 
years of age or older, at the dale of the election and resides within the Stale of 
Alaska or continental United Slates, shall be eligible to become a candidate for 
election to membership on the Council provided that no person shall be a 
candidate for more than one ( 1 ) position in election. 

e) Elected officials will be decied by a majority vote in an annual election wherein 
at least twenty-five percent (25%) of eligible voters participate. 

d) The Napaimute Tribal Council shall enact an election Ordinance consistent with 
the provisions of this Constitution. 

e) Jn the event that any elective office becomes vacant between elections, the 
President shall recommend a person who meets the requirements fora candidate 
for that position to fill the vacancy. Such person shall assume office to serve the 
remainder of the term upon approval of the appointment by the Council. 


ARTICLE VII - POWERS 


Section 1. Inherent Powers 

I he Council shall have the inherent powers of a tribal government, including but not 
limited to those specified in this Article. 

Unless exercised by the membership, all powers shall be exercised by the Council, The 
Council may authorize an officer to act in specific circumstances, set by the Council from 
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Article VII - Powers (Continued) 

Section 2, internal Council Procedures 

The Council may enact rules of procedure by Ordinance or Resolution. These may 
include: 

a) Removal from office an replacement: 

hi Regular and special meeting and notice of such meeting; 

c) Tribal enrollments: 

d) Administrative policy; 

e) Council rules of order; 

f) Meeting notices - special or regular; 

g) Traditional customs, values, and spiritual beliefs; 

h ) T raditi onal bo unduri es o f j uri sdi etion ; 

i) Committee establishment and procedure; 

j) Executive board; 

k) Subsistence use sites of ancestors to present; 

l) Trapping and htuiting; 

m) Spring camp use; 

n) Hunters from other areas; 

o) I nd i an ch i I d wel fare ; 

p) Native arts and crafts; 

q) Tribal Courts. 

Section 3 Other Powers; 


May include, but are not exclusive of: 

a) To negotiate/contract with State, federal or private agencies and persons on 
behalT of the Native Village of Napaimute; 

b) To acquire property, accept gifts, and prevent the alienation or loss of tribal 
property without the consent or the village membership; 

c) To exercise the power of consent under 14 (f) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act; 

d) To protect members' rights in property', including tribal property; 

u) To charter enterprises, corporations, and associations, and to join and or 
charter housing authority; 

0 To administer village assets; 

g) To promote health and safety to tribal membership; 

h) To administer justice and establish Tribal Courts; 
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Article VI 1- Powers (Continued 
Section .3 Other Powers (Continued) 

i) To levy and collect taxes, fees and assessments; 

j) To encourage and protect tribal traditions, language and culture: 

k) To enact ordinances and regulations to exercise Sovereign Power not 
prohibited by Federal and Stale laws; 

l) To prevent any sale or lease ofiand w ithout consent of the Tribe; 

m) To appropriate land: 

n) To exclude unauthorized persons from the Trihal territory; 

o) To determine Tribal membership; 

pi To establish Tribal Courts; 

q> To enact laws and ordinances to regulate lnw r and order in Tribal territory; 

r) To condemn lands for public use; 

s) To regulate ihe use and disposition of property; 

t) To regulate the inheritance or property except allotted lands; 

u} To regulate domestic relations, education, and child welfare; 

v) To appoint guardians; 

w) To regulate Tribal elections; 

x) To adopt and use a corporate seal; 

y) To buy; receive* own, and manage all types of property; 

/) To issue certificates representing a share in the Tribal property in exchange 
tor restricted Indian lands; 

aa) To conduct the business of the Native Village of Napaimute. 

Section 4« Waivers 

The jurisdiction or any immunity of the Tribe may only be w aived by majority vole 
of the entire membership qualified to vole. 

Section 5* Retained Powers 


The retained powers of the Native Village of Napaimute, not stated in the 
Constitution, shall not be lost by omission but may be exercised by vote of Ihe 
membership by initiative or referendum. 
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ARTICLE Mil -MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION 
Section L Initiative 


The eligible voters of the village shall have the right to propose legislation and vote by' 
secret ballot to determine whether it will be adopted or rejected. Upon receipt of a valid 
petition signed by nl least twenty-five (25% > percent of the eligible voters, the Council 
shall call an election to be conducted by the election board no later than thirty (30) days 
after receipt of the petition. An affirmative vote by at leas! a majority of the eligible 
voters shall be required to determine the issues or questions submitted to the voters. 

Section 2. Referendum 


The Council by an affirmative vote of at least three (3) of its members shall call an 
election to be conilueted by the election board within thirty (30) days of such Council 
decision for the purpose of deciding by secret ballot issues or questions that are w ithin 
the authority of the Council An affirmative vote by at least a majority of the eligible 
voters shall be required to determine the issues or questions submitted to the voters. 

Section 3. Recall 


Members shall have the power in recall any member of the Council The recall process 
shall be initiated by filing a valid petition asking for such recall 

Section 4. Decisions 

The decision of the voters in initiative, referendum and recall elections shall be binding 
on the Council and the village and shall remain in full force until amended or rescinded 
by subsequent action of the voters or expires by its own terms, 

Section 5. Forfeiture 


If any member of the Council is found guilty of crimes in any Federal, State, or Tribal 
Court, should become deceased or is absent for three (3) consecutive meetings without 
being excused by the Council or fails to qualify or lake office within thirty (30) days 
after election or appointment, the member shall resign and/or automatically forfeit his/her 
office and that position on the Council will be declared vacant. 
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Can>titutu)n uf tin.- Native Villain? of Namiimutc (Continued) 

Article VIII - Mcmhcr\fiin Participation (Continued) 

Seetirm ft, E\mihion 

The Napaimule Tribal Council may expel any Napaimutc Council member by a one- 
fourth vote (25%) of the general members for neglect of duly or gross misconduct, after ' 
due notice and an opportunity to be heard. Any member so expelled shall have the right 
to appeal the expulsion to the Napaimutc Tribal Council with complete review of all 
matters at issue. 

Section 1. Ordinance 

Initiative, referendum, recall, and expulsion procedures shall be set by ordinance by the 
Napaimutc Tribal Council, provided that the procedures are in accordance with the 
elections articles of this Constitution where appropriate. 


ARTICLE IX - MEETINGS 


Section I. Regular Mci-tin us 

The Napaimutc Tribal Council shall hold meetings and take action in accordance with the 
following procedures, which it may augment by its own rules of procedure so long as 
they do not conflict with any provisions of the Constitution: 

a) Regular meetings of the Council shall foe held a minimum of one per quarter at 
a time and place set forth by the Administrative Office. 

b) Special meetings of the Council may be called by at least three (3) Council 
members with at least seven (7) days notice provided to all members of the 
Council. 

Section 2, Annual Mvetim* uf the Members; 

a) Regular meeting of the general membership of the Native Village of 
Napaimutc shall be held at least once annually. The date, time, and place of Such 
meeting shall be set by the Council. 

b) A quorum of the general membership shall consist of twenty- five percent (25%) 
of the voting members. No business shall be conducted unless a quorum is 
present in person or proxy. 

c) Proxy statements* inel tiding Notice of Meetings, shall be sent out to all voting 
members a minimum of thirty days (30) prior to the called annual meeting. 
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ARTICLE X-SFA'KKABILITV 

If any provision of this Constitution shall in the future, be declared invalid by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, the invalid provision shall be severed and the remaining 
provisions shall continue in full force and effect 


ARTICLE XI - HONORARY CHIEF 


Si-ctiun 1. Election 


There shall be one Honorary Chief who shall be elected by the majority vote of the 
qualified members of the village. She/Hu shall he a lifetime chief, be one-fourth ( V*) or 
more Alaskan Native, and be a member of the Napaimutc Tribe, She/he must have a 
sincere belief and know ledge of traditional values and she/he must have practiced those 
values throughout her/his life. 

Section 2. Duties 


She/I lc shall act as an advisor to the Council. She I te shall call the meeting to Order. 
She i le shall attend, when available and able, any pot latches, social functions, and 
meetings as an Honorary Chief of the Napaimutc Tribe. 

Suction 3* Replacement 


In the event of death, incapacitation or disqualification, the membership shall elect a new 
Honorary Chief. She I Ic can be disqualified for failing to maintain a strong example of 
righteousness. 


ARTICLE XII - AMENDMENTS 


This Constitution may be amended by a majority of twenty- five percent (25%) of the 
qualified voters of the Native Village of Napaimutc voting in an election for that purpose, 
or at the next annual meeting. 

ARTICLE XIII - ADOPTION 

This Constitution may be adopted by a majority vote of twenty- five percent (25%) of the 
qualified voters of the Native Village of Napaimutc voting at an election called for that 
specific purpose and shall be effective from the date of approval. 


Constitution of the Native Village of Napuimutc (Continued) 


CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 


This Constitution of the Native Village of Napmrruuc, was submitted for adoption to the 
qualified voters of the Native Village of Napaimutc and was adorned, a vote of 
25 for, and J>_ against, in an election in which at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the 
39 entitled to vole on April 6, 2002 



Marcic Sherer, President 


Date: April 6. 2002 
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